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African Americans Highly Supportive of Afterschool Programs, More Likely to Vote Against Candidates

Who Would Cut Funding, New Poll Finds

Washington, DC – African American voters are more likely than other voters to support comprehensive, five-day-a-week afterschool programs, more willing to see taxes used to implement afterschool programs in their communities, and more likely to vote against candidates who support cutting afterschool funding, according to the Afterschool Alliance’s new National Voters Poll on afterschool issues.  African American voters were ten percent of the 800 registered voters in the nationwide survey.

The 2003 National Voters Poll found that, across the board, African American voters are more supportive of afterschool programs than white voters or voters overall.  Although the poll finds high levels of support for afterschool programs among voters overall, African American voters consistently are even more supportive of federal, state and local funding for afterschool, and more willing to pay $100 more a year in state taxes for afterschool programs.  

Nearly three-quarters of African American voters (73 percent) polled are either very or somewhat willing to support the use of federal or state taxpayer money to implement an afterschool program in their community that would cost $1,500 per child, compared with 62 percent of all voters polled.  Nearly nine in ten African American voters (86 percent) say that in light of the President’s proposal to cut funding for afterschool programs earlier this year, they are very or somewhat concerned about his commitment to “leave no child behind,” compared with 75 percent of all voters.

“Afterschool funding was one of the most contentious domestic budget issues this year,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.  “We hope this poll will inform the debate going forward.  We will ask federal lawmakers for $2 billion, or full funding under the No Child Left Behind Act, in the next fiscal year.  Lawmakers should listen to their constituents who recognize that afterschool programs are a smart, sound investment in our children and our future.”

African American voters are also more likely than other voters polled to consider a candidate’s commitment to afterschool when voting.  Twenty-eight percent agree that “officials who want to cut funding for afterschool don’t deserve my vote.”  Overall, only 16 percent of voters agree with that statement.

- more -

Add One

The poll also finds that:

· Ninety-four percent of African American voters support a comprehensive afterschool program that operates five days a week, extends beyond the traditional academic style and gives children more individual attention.

· Sixty-four percent of African American voters favor having their state taxes increased by $100 per year to pay for every child to attend an afterschool program.

· Three in five African American voters (60 percent) say there are not enough afterschool programs.

· Nearly nine in ten African American voters (88 percent) support the federal government setting aside funds for afterschool.

The 2003 National Voters Poll was a telephone survey of registered voters age 18 and older conducted for the Afterschool Alliance in September by Lake Snell Perry & Associates and The Tarrance Group. The overall margin of error in the poll is +/-3.5 percent.  It was funded by the C.S. Mott Foundation.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010. 
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NOTE: 
The survey is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.  For more information, contact Gretchen Wright at 202/371-1999.
