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New Poll on Afterschool Programs to be Released

Poll Gauges Public Views on Washington’s Commitment to Afterschool

Afterschool funding was one of the most contentious domestic budget issues this year.  Do voters want to see funding for afterschool programs increased?  What do Americans say should be the primary goals of afterschool programs?  What benefits do voters think afterschool programs provide?   These and other questions will be answered when the Afterschool Alliance releases its 2003 National Voters Poll at a breakfast briefing:

9 AM, Wednesday, October 29 (Continental Breakfast, 8:30 AM)

Room 902, Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.

WITH

Senator Lincoln Chafee (R-RI)

Representative Nita M. Lowey (D-NY)

Celinda Lake, President, Lake Snell Perry & Associates

Dave Sackett, Partner, The Tarrance Group

Judy Y. Samelson, Executive Director, Afterschool Alliance
Last year, the President proposed cutting the federal budget for afterschool programs by 40 percent and pressed for a greater focus on academics in afterschool programs, but Congress rejected the afterschool funding cut.  At the same time, state budget deficits and the economic downturn have left many afterschool programs struggling to keep their doors open.  The National Voters Poll, conducted in September by Lake Snell Perry & Associates and The Tarrance Group, examines public views on these issues.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  
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