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Americans Want Children Safe, Supervised,

With Opportunities to Learn after School Day Ends

More than Three in Four Voters Concerned that No New Federal Funds Will Mean Afterschool Programs Cut Services, Close their Doors

Washington, DC  – Across all demographic and party lines, Americans see afterschool programs as a necessity.  Voters say afterschool programs are key to keeping students out of trouble, and they want governments at all levels to provide more funds for these programs.  They are willing to pay more taxes if they are certain those monies will support afterschool programs.  Those are among the findings of a telephone survey of registered voters age 18 and older conducted for the Afterschool Alliance in September by Lake Snell Perry & Associates and The Tarrance Group.  The results were released at a Capitol Hill briefing today featuring U.S. Senator Lincoln Chafee (R-RI), Congresswoman Nita M. Lowey (D-NY) and Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson.

Just 29 percent of respondents say there are enough afterschool programs for children and teens in the nation today.  Seventy-six percent are concerned that, with no new funds coming to afterschool programs, not only will there not be new afterschool programs but some existing programs may have to reduce their services or close their doors.  More than three in four voters (77 percent) say they favor the federal government setting aside specific funds to be used for afterschool programs.  And three in five (61 percent) say that they would be reluctant or unwilling to vote for officials who want to cut afterschool funding.

“This poll underscores what mayors across this country already know,” said Mayor John DeStefano, President of the National League of Cities and Mayor of New Haven, Connecticut.  “Americans value afterschool programs and recognize the many benefits they provide.  The public recognizes that afterschool programs reduce juvenile crime, help working families and give kids needed help with their schoolwork.  Federal, state and local lawmakers can learn a lot about what matters to their constituents by looking at this research.”

“I am not surprised at the poll results,” said Mayor Linda Etheridge of Waco, Texas, who sits on the National League of Cities Human Development Steering Committee of its Council on Youth, Education and Families.  “Quality afterschool programs are a valuable community asset that working families cannot do without.  The economic reality for most American families is that two incomes are required to support a family.  Quality afterschool programs are a necessity and not a luxury for communities."
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Add One

Support for afterschool programs is strong across all demographic groups – race, age, partisan affiliation, geographic region, gender, level of education, marital status, urban/suburban/rural, religion, and type of employment.  Other findings from the new poll:

· An overwhelming majority of voters (94 percent) agree that there should be some type of organized activity or place for children and teens to go after school every day that provides opportunities for them to learn.  

· Four in five respondents are concerned that current budget problems in the states have resulted in afterschool programs reducing their services or closing their doors.  Less than one in five (19 percent) say they are not concerned.

· Three in five voters say they are willing to pay more in taxes if it was guaranteed that the money would go to fund afterschool programs.

· Three in four voters say that President Bush’s proposed cut to the federal afterschool budget this year makes them very or somewhat concerned about his commitment to “leave no child behind.”  More than three-quarters of Independent voters shared that concern, as do 68 percent of Republican women.

Americans recognize that afterschool programs offer many benefits beyond academics, and parents in particular see other advantages.  Three in five parents say that improving test scores should not be the primary goal of afterschool programs.  Nearly two-thirds of parents (65 percent) and half of non-parents (51 percent) say that afterschool programs should not be an extension of the school day.  The Bush Administration used an incomplete academic study as justification for its proposed afterschool budget cut this year.

“Afterschool funding was one of the most contentious domestic budget issues this year,” Samelson said.  “We hope this poll will inform the debate going forward.  We will ask federal lawmakers for $2 billion, or full funding under the No Child Left Behind Act, in the next fiscal year.  Lawmakers should listen to their constituents who recognize that afterschool programs are a smart, sound investment in our children and our future.”

Findings were based on a telephone survey of 800 adults, aged 18 and older, who are registered voters.  The margin of error in the poll is +/-3.5 percent.  It was funded by the C.S. Mott Foundation.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010. 
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NOTE: 
The survey is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.  For more information, contact Lisa Lederer or Gretchen Wright at 202/371-1999.






