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Statement of Judy Y. Samelson, 

Executive Director, Afterschool Alliance

Afterschool Leader Lauds Passage

Of California’s Proposition 49

“Children and families in California were the winners today when voters overwhelmingly passed Proposition 49, the After School Education & Safety Program Act of 2002.  Once it takes effect, this measure will keep California children safer, reduce juvenile crime, increase educational opportunities for students, and give the state’s working families support they urgently need.

Passage of Proposition 49 is a tremendous victory, but it is only one step in solving the afterschool crisis in this nation.  From Newark, New Jersey to Washington, D.C. to Little Rock, Arkansas to Portland, Oregon – and in many places in between – draconian budget cuts are forcing afterschool programs to cut services or hours or even close their doors.

Americans are determined to reverse that trend.  In a poll conducted in August for the Afterschool Alliance, nine in ten voters said there should be some type of organized activity or place for children to go after school every day that provides opportunities for them to learn.  Nearly two-thirds of voters (63 percent) said they are concerned that existing afterschool programs may have to reduce services or close their doors because no new funds are available.  By a two-to-one margin (59 to 28 percent), voters disagreed with President Bush’s decision, as reflected in his 2003 budget, not to increase funding for federal afterschool programs beyond their current level.  

We thank Arnold Schwarzenegger and everyone who worked to pass Proposition 49 for their extraordinary efforts to help children.  And we urge elected officials across the country to take note of this vote and support the afterschool programs Americans want and need.” 

#     #     #     #

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  The Alliance has offices in Washington, D.C.; Flint, Michigan; and New York, New York.  Arnold Schwarzenegger serves as Honorary Chair.

