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Afterschool Alliance Responds to the Public’s Desire to

Marshal Resources to Promote the Importance of

Extended Learning Opportunities

Washington DC – As a recent Mott/JCPenney survey indicates, the American people strongly support the expansion of afterschool programs.

· A whopping 92 percent agree there should be some type of organized place for children and teens to go every day after regular school hours.

· Americans believe the most important roles afterschool programs can play are keeping kids safe (93 percent), providing tutoring and homework help (88 percent), providing youth with structured, adult supervision (87 percent), teaching youth respect for people different from themselves (87 percent), teaching ways of resolving conflict with other young people (86 percent), and helping young people set goals (85 percent).

· Americans believe that afterschool programs can help working families, keep kids safe, improve children’s socialization, build their social skills, and teach conflict resolution.

These poll results point to the value of a partnership forged between the U.S. Department of Education and the Michigan-based C.S. Mott Foundation to expand afterschool options for America’s children.  Established just 18 months ago, that partnership has generated some very important results.

In 1999, the Department provided $200 million to public schools through its 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative to develop or expand afterschool programs with community involvement.  The Foundation is providing funding for training and technical assistance for those schools and community organizations and is mounting a substantial evaluation of the overall effort, and has committed $83 million over six years to the initiative.  President Clinton has called upon Congress to increase investment in afterschool programs to $600 million in the next fiscal year.

The Collaboration between Mott and the U.S. Department of Education has helped to catalyze others around afterschool issues.

“In a very short time,” said William S. White , Foundation president, “we realized that we had an unprecedented opportunity to broaden the public understanding of how afterschool programs could make a difference in children’s lives, yet didn’t have a clue how to make such programs possible.”

With the emergence of media partners such as the Entertainment Industry Foundation, the Creative Artists Agency Foundation, the Advertising Council, People magazine and others, the Foundation and Education Department found themselves leading a group interested in raising not just awareness but resources for afterschool programs.

When the for-profit JCPenney Company joined with an offer to commit upwards of $30 million over three years to the effort, it became apparent that an important alliance was rapidly taking shape.

As part of his Back-to-School Success Express bus tour in Atlanta this month, Education Secretary Richard W. Riley announced the establishment of this Afterschool Alliance, saying, “I am delighted that this alliance among government, business, foundations, and the media will make a real difference in the lives of many young people and their families.”

Today, as part of an event focusing on the importance of afterschool, Vice President Gore speaks about the Alliance and its goal to ensure that every child in America has access to quality afterschool programs by 2010.

The Mott Foundation, established in 1926 in Flint, Michigan, by industrialist Charles Stewart Mott, has been a long-time supporter of community-school partnerships.  With assets of $2.5 billion, the Foundation in 1998 made 550 grants totaling $88.2 million to support projects that promote a just, equitable and sustainable society.
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