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Samelson Named Afterschool Alliance’s

First Executive Director

Judy Y. Samelson, a former journalist and Vice President at the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, has been named the founding Executive Director of the Afterschool Alliance.  With an annual budget of $4 million, the Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy group dedicated to ensuring that all children have access to afterschool programs by the year 2010.  Samelson has served as Acting Director since the Alliance was created as a virtual partnership in 1999.  The organization, which last year became a 501c(3), will open permanent offices in Washington, D.C., New York City and Flint, Michigan this year.

Under Samelson’s direction, the Afterschool Alliance has become a well-known source for information on afterschool programs and a powerful advocate for afterschool.  Its projects and programs include: an annual public opinion poll measuring public attitudes toward afterschool; the annual Lights On Afterschool! celebration, chaired by actor Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2001 and 2002; the public service campaign, What Is A Hero?, conducted in partnership with the Advertising Council and funded by the C. S. Mott Foundation; and the Afterschool Ambassador Program.  The Alliance has also sponsored numerous briefings, created a variety tools and resources for parents and afterschool programs, and conducted a multi-state symposium on afterschool in July of 2000 at the Disney Institute in Florida.  

“Far too many children in the U.S. leave school each day without a safe place to go,” Samelson said.  “Americans know that afterschool programs keep kids safe, help working families and improve academic achievement.  That is why they want every child to have access to high-quality afterschool programs.  Our challenge in coming years will be to work with policy makers, educators, parents and activists to make that goal a reality.”

As a communications consultant for the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, Samelson led the Foundation's national awareness campaign on afterschool.  Prior to that, she spent 16 years as Director and Vice President of Communications for the Foundation.  She resigned her duties at the end of 1998 in order to spearhead the afterschool campaign for the Foundation.    

A former newspaper reporter and features editor, Ms. Samelson has won numerous journalistic and public service awards.  She lives in Flint, Michigan with her husband, State Senator Robert Emerson, and their two children Erin, 17 and Ryan, 14.
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Add One

The Afterschool Alliance grew out of the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation’s unprecedented, public-private partnership with the U.S. Department of Education to expand afterschool programs.  The Alliance works with a broad range of organizations and supporters.  Its founders – a diverse group of business, governmental and community organizations – provide in-kind and cash contributions to support Alliance activities.  Participants include the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, The Entertainment Industry Foundation, Creative Artists Agency Foundation, and the Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation (TASC). Other support has come from the Advertising Council and American Isuzu Motors, Inc.
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