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Free Spanish-Language Guide Provides Information on Locating,

Supporting & Starting Afterschool Programs

Afterschool programs keep kids safe and healthy, help working families and improve academic achievement, but more than 15 million children have nowhere to go each day after the final school bell rings.  Now a new resource is available to Spanish-speaking parents, grandparents, guardians and community members who want to be sure that children are in a safe, educational environment after school.  Created by the Afterschool Alliance, the guide is available online in Spanish at www.afterschoolnow.org or by calling toll-free 1-866-KIDS-TODAY (543-7863).

The colorful and user-friendly guide provides helpful facts about afterschool programs, as well as website addresses and toll-free numbers where parents, guardians, grandparents and others can get help finding afterschool programs and access information on resources to set up new programs. It also answers questions about what sorts of afterschool activities are appropriate for children of different ages.  

“Afterschool programs can make a tremendous difference in children’s lives,” said Judy Y. Samelson, Executive Director of the Afterschool Alliance.  “Every child deserves to benefit from an afterschool program, but there are not nearly enough programs for our kids.  With this new guide, we are giving moms, dads, grandparents – and anyone who cares about kids – the resources they need to help America move to afterschool for all children and families.”

To help support afterschool programs, the guide suggests educating community members, local law enforcement, employers and lawmakers about the benefits of afterschool.  It also provides ideas for appropriate forums at which to raise the issue of afterschool, such as community center meetings, parent/teaching organization meetings and gatherings at houses of worship. 

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.  Actor and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger is Honorary Chair of the Afterschool Alliance.
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