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202/371-1999
Afterschool Leader Lauds Senator Specter for

Rejecting Federal Afterschool Budget Cut

Statement of Judy Y. Samelson, Executive Director, Afterschool Alliance

“U.S. Senator Arlen Specter today stood up for America’s children and families by rejecting President Bush’s proposed 40 percent budget cut to the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC), and keeping federal afterschool funding at $1 billion.  Senator Specter chairs the Senate Labor-Health and Human Services-Education Appropriations Subcommittee, which this morning finished marking up its appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2004.

The President proposed to cut the 21st CCLC budget from $1 billion to $600 million.  If Congress had agreed, more than half a million American children – and nearly 22,000 Pennsylvania children – would have been denied access to the afterschool programs that keep them safe, help them learn and relieve their families of child care worries during the afternoon hours.  

Two years ago, the No Child Left Behind Act created a roadmap for expanding 21st Century Community Learning Centers and for federal funding to better meet the widespread, compelling need for afterschool programs.  Despite current fiscal constraints, Senator Specter and the Appropriations Subcommittee found the funds to keep this vital program going for America’s children.  Every American owes a debt of gratitude to Senator Specter, for putting the nation back on the right track regarding afterschool spending.”
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NOTE:

More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org
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