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Afterschool Alliance Announces New Staff

Jen Rinehart to be Associate Director;

Della Cronin to Serve as Program Director

Washington, DC – Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Judy Y. Samelson today announced the hiring of Jennifer M. Rinehart as Associate Director in charge of the organization’s new Washington, D.C. office, and Della B. Cronin to serve as the new Program Director.  Both joined the Alliance, one of the nation’s fastest growing advocacy groups, this fall.  

“These are remarkable women,” said Judy Samelson in making the announcement.  “Jen Rinehart’s experience at the U.S. Department of Education, together with her impressive leadership and communications skills, make her a perfect choice to help lead the Alliance.  And Della Cronin’s experience in corporate giving and communications makes her a valuable and welcome addition to the Afterschool Alliance team.  Together they will do a tremendous amount to build and rally public support for afterschool in this nation.”

Rinehart comes to the Afterschool Alliance after 5 ½ years at the U.S. Department of Education.  During her last two-and-a-half years at the Department, she served as Project Officer for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, the principal federal program supporting afterschool.  She holds a Master of Arts in Human Development, with a specialization in educational psychology, from the University of Maryland at College Park.

Cronin was most recently the Communications Manager for the WorldCom Foundation, formerly the MCI WorldCom Foundation.  The Foundation is the company’s principal instrument of corporate giving, and focused much of its giving portfolio on education-related projects.

“Jen and Della join the Alliance at a particularly important moment for afterschool,” Samelson said.  “This year saw the federal government ‘devolve’ the 21st Century program to the states, affecting huge change in the operation of a program that is critical to children and families across the country.  At the same time, the White House and Congress have backed away from the steady and sensible growth of afterschool funding that they mapped out just one year ago in the ‘No Child Left Behind’ Act.  Finally, many 21st Century programs are nearing or at the end of their multi-year grant cycle just as the federal government and most states are facing large budget deficits.”
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“These factors mean that many afterschool programs are running out of funding just as they’re beginning to hit their stride,” Samelson continued.  “Jen and Della will help address the challenge to expand the supply of quality afterschool programs and support existing programs, so that by 2010 every child who needs an afterschool program has one.”

This year was a watershed year for the Afterschool Alliance.  Rinehart and Cronin join a leadership team that includes Afterschool Alliance Founding Co-Chairs Richard W. Riley, former U.S. Secretary of Education and William S. White, President and CEO of the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation.  The organization opened offices in Washington, D.C., New York City and Flint, Michigan this year, and on October 10, more than half-a-million people at more than 5,000 sites across the country participated in rallies for afterschool as part of the Alliance’s third annual Lights On Afterschool!  Actor and children’s advocate Arnold Schwarzenegger served as National Chair of Lights On Afterschool!, participating in a rally in Los Angeles with Samelson, actress Rhea Perlman, tennis star Monica Seles and Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn.  Schwarzenegger is also Honorary Chair of the Afterschool Alliance.

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010.  The Alliance is proud to count among its founding partners the C.S. Mott Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, JCPenney Afterschool, Open Society Institute/The After-School Corporation, the Entertainment Industry Foundation and the Creative Artists Agency Foundation.
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NOTE: 
For more information or to arrange interviews, contact Gretchen Wright at 202/371-1999.
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