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More than a decade of research confirms that quality afterschool programs inspire and motivate children to
learn, support children’s social and emotional growth, and help raise their academic achievement. However,
of South Carolina’s 729,331 school-age children, 24%—177,227—are alone and unsupervised during the
hours after school. Investment in quality afterschool is needed now more than ever to help address our
country’s growing opportunity and achievement gaps and support the overall well-being of children as they
move through school, career and life.
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quality afterschool programs go to school
more, behave better, receive better
grades and perform better on tests
compared to students who don’t
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e Researchers report that parental concerns about
afterschool care cost businesses up to $300 billion per
year in decreased worker productivity.

(Catalyst & Brandeis University, 2006)

State of Federal Funding for Afterschool Programs in South Carolina:

In South Carolina, the 21* Century Community Learning Center (21* CCLC) initiative is the only federal funding source
dedicated exclusively to before-school, afterschool and summer learning programs. Investment in 21* CCLC programs
helps ensure children from high-poverty, low-performing schools have access to a safe and supervised space; keeps
kids involved in interest-driven academic enrichment activities that put them on the road to become lifelong learners;
and helps support working families. Currently, 287,356 kids in South Carolina are eligible to participate in a 21* CCLC
program. However, just 16,916 students attend a 21** CCLC program, due in large part to limited federal funding for

programs.

e If the 21° CCLC initiative were fully funded at the most recently authorized
level, South Carolina would receive $36,794,477. The current funding for

173 South Carolina is only $16,916,187.

e 130 additional grants in South Carolina could be awarded if full funding for

Grantees
21% CCLC were available.
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*Numbers are based on the cost of 1,000 per child

The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF):

FY2014 funding for the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF)—which provides vouchers or subsidies for low-
income parents to pay for child care, including preschool, before-school, afterschool and summer care for children up
to age 12—was $5.3 billion. Although Pres. Obama’s most recent 2015 budget proposed an additional $807 million
increase to CCDF, further support for this federal funding source will be necessary to promote greater access to quality
afterschool programs.

Total FY2013 CCDF Funds Federal Share Children Receiving Subsidies
in South Carolina Who Are School Age
$89,303,052 $74,726,259 22%

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization working to ensure that all children
and youth have access to quality afterschool programs. More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.



